
God as the Potter 
(Are we being formed by God or are we trying to 

conform God?) 
 
Context: When Did Jeremiah Live? 
King Solomon ruled over the Israelites, in the tenth century B.C. However, the foolish actions of 
his son Rehoboam led to a break in which the kingdom was split into the northern kingdom of 
Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah, each with its own king. 
Both kingdoms dove into corruption and sin, despite repeated warnings from prophets — 
prophets such as Jeremiah. Thus, God warned, they would be overtaken by conquerors.  
In 721 B.C., the northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians. The southern kingdom of Judah 
temporarily pulled itself together under King Hezekiah and avoided destruction from the forces 
of Assyria (2 Chronicles 32).  
However, Hezekiah was immediately followed by his wicked son Manasseh. Manasseh was 
eventually carried away by Assyrians and repented of his evil ways. But things got worse again 
as he was followed by Amon, a completely wicked king. Another brief pickup occurred under 
King Josiah, but after that, Judah was a mess of puppet kings placed by Egypt and Babylon, 
some reigning for only three months. 
Meanwhile, Assyria had been conquered by Babylon. In 586 B.C., the southern kingdom of 
Judah fell to the Babylonian Empire once and for all, as the walls of Jerusalem breached, the 
Temple destroyed, and city walls torn down.  
Jeremiah served as a prophet from the days of Josiah all the way through the reigns of 
Judah’s last four kings: Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah. Jeremiah died in 
570 B.C.   
Jeremiah received God’s call at a young age and began proclaiming God’s messages and 
continued to do so through trial and peril.  After several years of preaching, Jeremiah’s family 
turned against him and even plotted to kill him (Jeremiah 1:8, 11:21-23, 12:6). Over the years, he 
was whipped and put in the stocks (Jeremiah 20:1-3), attacked by a mob (Jeremiah 26:1-9), 
threatened by the king (Jeremiah 36:26), and ridiculed (Jeremiah 28). Some of Zedekiah’s 
princes had Jeremiah arrested, beaten, accused of treason, and thrown in jail (Jeremiah 37:1-15), 
from whence he was then thrown in a deep empty well (Jeremiah 38:1-6). He lived through the 
siege of Jerusalem along with the rest and was there as the people were taken away as captives. 
Perhaps worst of all, Jeremiah was alone. He was not allowed to marry (Jeremiah 16:2), and his 
family abandoned him. The people turned against him and didn’t believe him. He was alone with 
the knowledge of the horrors coming for Judah. 
 
Hence, he was Called the "Weeping Prophet"? 
Jeremiah lived at a truly terrible time in history. Not only did he experience the horrors of war, 
starvation, siege, and captivity, he was called upon to tell the people of it, urging them to repent. 
Worst of all, they didn’t listen. 
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Context: Jeremiah: Chapter 18 – besides the comparison of Israel to potter’s clay, 
we also hear of plotting against Jeremiah by those who have trusted in the lies 
they’ve heard from their leaders and false prophets.  These prophets and leaders 
have merely been telling the people what they want to hear, and NOT the truths 
and warnings told by Jeremiah. 
 
Jeremiah 18:1 – 6 – The Potter’s Vessel. This word came to Jeremiah from the 
LORD: Arise and go down to the potter’s house; there you will hear my word. I 
went down to the potter’s house and there he was, working at the wheel. 
Whenever the vessel of clay he was making turned out badly in his hand, he 
tried again, making another vessel of whatever sort he pleased. Then the word 
of the LORD came to me: Can I not do to you, house of Israel, as this potter has 
done? —oracle of the LORD. Indeed, like clay in the hand of the potter, so are 
you in my hand, house of Israel. 
 
FORMED – DEFORMED – CONFORMED – TRANSFORMED – 
REFORMED 
 
God knows how to make a holy person in his image and likeness, but we are not 
just animate pieces of clay; we’ve been provided with free will, and sometimes 
fight the Potter, argue, disagree, even get angry and refuse to allow the Potter to 
FORM us…  When we do this and hurt ourselves, we DEFORM ourselves, after 
God had already FORMED us. Sometimes we do this by CONFORMING 
ourselves to the masses at large, the trendy waves of whatever is popular at the 
moment.  As we drift slowly away from God, we’re now being TRANSFORMED 
through our ignorance. This leads us to needing to be REFORMED.  
 
As a prophet, Jeremiah pronounced God's judgment upon the people of his time for 
their wickedness. He was concerned especially with false and insincere worship. 

• God sends Jeremiah to the potter's house to see how clay pots are made. 
• Jeremiah sees that the potter takes the clay pots he's messed up and remakes 

them into better ones.  
• God tells him that this is what he's doing with Judah. They're clay in his 

hands, and he'll ruin them if he has to. 
• But the people say that they'll continue to do whatever they please. 
• God says that what Israel's doing by abandoning God is just unnatural. 

Would snow leave the crags of Sirion in Lebanon or the mountain streams 
run dry? Unthinkable! 

• But the people keep worshipping other gods. 



• God will turn his back to them, leaving them scattered in front of their 
enemies. 

• People have hatched a plot against Jeremiah to try to shut him up. 
• Jeremiah pleads with God, saying that he tried to ask for mercy for these 

people, but now they're trying to kill him.  
• Now it's personal. So, Jeremiah asks God to make their children die by 

famine and to make their wives childless widows. Their men should die by 
disease, and their youths should die in battle.  

• He wants God to deal with them while he's still angry enough to do some 
serious damage.  

Romans 12:1 –2 – I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. 
Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and pleasing and 
perfect. 
 
1 Peter 1: 14 – 16 – Like obedient children, do not act in compliance with the 
desires of your former ignorance, but, as he who called you is holy, be holy 
yourselves in every aspect of your conduct, for it is written, “Be holy because I 
[am] holy.” 
* The ignorance here referred to was their former lack of knowledge of God, leading inevitably to 
godless conduct. Holiness, on the contrary, is the result of their call to the knowledge and love of God. 
 
Isiah 64:7 – Yet, LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you our 
potter: we are all the work of your hand. 

 
What can we take from these passages?   
 

 



METAPHOR PARALLEL   
A Potter is an artisan or workman, one skillful to 
work in earth, or to form and make pots, and other 
vessels of clay. 

God is the Maker of all men and things that ever were or ever shall 
be. 

A Potter prepares his clay or matter first, of which he 
intends to make his vessels; and when he hath made it 
fit, and ready for the wheel, he goes to work. 

God created or prepared the earth, the clay, before he formed man, 
and out of it he made: “And the LORD God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, “Genesis 2:7. 

A Potter projects before-hand, what kind of vessel he 
will make of such clay; he hath the form and fashion 
of it in his mind, before he goes to work; nay, (and it 
may be) makes known what a vessel he will make. 

“Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the 
world.” Acts 15:18. He contrived what a kind of creature he would 
make man; at the time of his formation, he declared what a rare 
vessel he should be: Genesis 1:26 

A Potter makes vessels of diverse sorts and sizes, and 
for several uses; some are for more honorable and 
noble services than others. 

God makes vessels of diverse sorts and sizes; all men are not of the 
like stature and beauty in their first formation; neither are they so, as 
they are made or formed anew in Christ Jesus; for some vessels are 
designed by the great Potter to contain the golden oil, and soul-
enriching treasure, for the emptying of them unto others. 

A Potter takes great care of the vessels he hath made, 
and bestowed his labor and pains upon, that they may 
not be broken; for they are brittle ware, and he is 
greatly offended with such as strive to dash them to 
pieces.  

God takes great care of those pots or vessels he hath made, twice 
made, or formed for himself: he gives a charge concerning them, 
and rebukes kings for their sakes; “Saying, Touch not mine 
anointed, and do my prophets no harm.” 1 Chronicles 16:22.  

METAPHOR DISPARITY   
A Potter hath not his skill in making vessels from 
himself but is taught by some other man. God hath his wisdom of, and from himself. 

A Potter cannot make vessels, unless he hath clay or 
matter to make them with, or to work upon. 

God first made the clay, he created the dust of the earth, and then 
out of it made or framed man. 

A Potter makes vessels that are defective, as they first 
come off the wheel. 

God never made any vessel, but as it came out of his hand it was 
well done, without fault or blemish: “And God saw everything that 
he had made, and behold, it was very good.” Genesis 1:31. 

 
Isiah 29: 13 – 16 
The Lord said: Since this people draws near with words only and honors me with 
their lips alone, though their hearts are far from me, And fear of me has become 
mere precept of human teaching, Therefore I will again deal with this people in 
surprising and wondrous fashion: The wisdom of the wise shall perish, the 
prudence of the prudent shall vanish. Ah! You who would hide a plan too deep for 
the LORD! Who work in the dark, saying, “Who sees us, who knows us?” Your 
perversity is as though the potter were taken to be the clay: As though what is 
made should say of its maker, “He did not make me!” Or the vessel should say of 
the potter, “He does not understand.” 
 



But the Lord will still work with us, despite us.  (Your perversity is as though the 
potter were taken to be the clay: As though what is made should say of its maker, 
“He did not make me!”).  We have the audacity to say that we’re now the Potter, 
and we will make God in our image, we will form him!  That’s perversity.  “I’m a 
self-made man”.  “I did this myself.”   
 
Isiah 45: 9 
“Woe to him who quarrels against his maker… does the clay say to the potter, 
‘What are you thinking?” or, “What you are making has no handles”?  
 
Here we are, acting as a piece of clay, daring to say to its molder, what are you 
doing?  You’re not doing a great job (no handles), or I could do better. 

The clay has no rights – it is submissive in the hands of the potter. Nobody chose their own 
parents, blood type, DNA, birthday, race, birth place, etc. We should believe that these matters 
are in the hands of God. But these do not excuse our responsibility. Many have had great 
opportunities to know about our true God, but chose to rebel, not allowing God to form us, etc. 
We are privileged to have ANY relationship with God at all. So, we must remember, God is the 
potter, we are the clay. But also, God is much wiser than we are. So no one has the right to 
complain and ask God, “WHY ME?” 

Romans 9:19 – 29 
You will say to me then, “Why (then) does he still find fault? For who can oppose 
his will?” But who indeed are you, a human being, to talk back to God? Will 
what is made say to its maker, “Why have you created me so?” Or does not 
the potter have a right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel 
for a noble purpose and another for an ignoble one? What if God, wishing to 
show his wrath and make known his power, has endured with much patience the 
vessels of wrath made for destruction? This was to make known the riches of his 
glory to the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared previously for glory, namely, 
us whom he has called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles. 
Witness of the Prophets. As indeed he says in Hosea: “Those who were not my 
people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’ 
And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there 
they shall be called children of the living God.” And Isaiah cries out concerning 
Israel, “Though the number of the Israelites were like the sand of the sea, only a 
remnant will be saved; for decisively and quickly will the Lord execute sentence 
upon the earth.”  
And as Isaiah predicted: “Unless the Lord of hosts had left us descendants, we 
would have become like Sodom and have been made like Gomorrah.” 
 



#1 God is the potter, I’m the clay in his hands 

Verses 19-21: You will say to me then, “Why (then) does he still find fault? For 
who can oppose his will?” But who indeed are you, a human being, to talk back to 
God? Will what is made say to its maker, “Why have you created me so?” Or does 
not the potter have a right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel 
for a noble purpose and another for an ignoble one? 

“Why have you created me so?”  We sometimes question God’s plan with how our 
life has ended up or our current situation in life.  Because we are God-Formed, 
cleanse ourselves of evil things, to be a distinguished vessel, useful, helpful and 
ready for service to the Master.  To be a disciple.   

Am I going to be a disciple, or pretend to be the master himself?  Will I allow 
myself to be FORMED?   

A potter was a very common and necessary vocation in ancient times – since most 
cooking was done in various types of clay pots. Yes, the potter has every right to 
take one large lump of clay and use some part to make a delicate vase (for noble 
use) and some part of the same clay to make a pot just for common cooking and 
ordinary use. Neither vase nor pot has a right to complain and ask why the potter 
did this. The potter has every right to do what he wants. Like this, God has every 
right to do with us what he wants. So, we are stupid to question his will. 

#2 God has a purpose for you! 

Verses 22-24: What if God, wishing to show his wrath and make known his 
power, has endured with much patience the vessels of wrath made for destruction? 
This was to make known the riches of his glory to the vessels of mercy, which he 
has prepared previously for glory, namely, us whom he has called, not only from 
the Jews but also from the Gentiles.  

God has a purpose. God has a purpose for us. Yes, we are weak in many ways, 
but we are all created in the image of God. We are fearfully and wonderfully made. 
We are not meaningless accidents who have been thrust into this place at this time.  
Salvation is still at hand – the news of the gospel is that God has for YOU a plan. 

Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus for the good 
works that God has prepared in advance, that we should live in them.” 



#3 God is fulfilling prophecy 

Verses 25-28: As indeed he says in Hosea: “Those who were not my people I will 
call ‘my people, ‘and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’ And in the 
very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they shall be 
called children of the living God.” And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel, 
“Though the number of the Israelites were like the sand of the sea, only a remnant 
will be saved; for decisively and quickly will the Lord execute sentence upon the 
earth.”  

• Verse 25 is a quotation of Hosea 2:23. (Old Testament) 
o This is a statement that says God will turn from the Jews and call the 

Gentiles as his loved ones. 
• Verse 26 is a quotation of Hosea 1:10.  

o It proves that God’s called people will be called “Children of God.” 

As we know, Hosea was a faithful, merciful, gentle husband to a woman named 
Gomer. She was a faithless, adulteress woman. He named their first child Jezreel 
“God judges”. The next two children were not his own (they were from another 
man). But he named them Lo-Ruhamah “Not my people” and Lo-Ammi “Not my 
loved one”. 

Hosea was faithful and long suffering with Gomer. This shows how long suffering 
and faithful God is with us. 

Last verse (conclusion): And as Isaiah predicted: “Unless the Lord of hosts had 
left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom and have been made like 
Gomorrah.” 

This emphasizes God’s unconditional grace.  This also makes possible the 
salvation of the Gentiles – including you and me. 

We are all destined to go to Hell.  “Unless…”  – without the unconditional grace 
and mercy of God – we would be like Sodom and Gomorrah. 

 

 

 



What is St. Ignatius’s 4-step plan for holiness? 

…and is it something you can do? 

The “Spiritual Exercises” are a beloved program of spiritual growth created by St. 
Ignatius of Loyola, whose feast we normally celebrate on July 31st. These 
Exercises have for centuries proven a highly-effective spiritual boot camp for souls 
desiring to conform themselves to Christ. 

 

The Exercises were originally designed as a 4-week retreat done under the 
guidance of a director. They are, however, adaptable to shorter time periods and to 
independent use.  Each week has a specific spiritual goal: 

1. To “reform the deformed”—we engage in intense self-reflection and 
evaluate what is holding us back from God 

2. To “conform the reformed”—we meditate on Christ’s life and ministry and 
discern how to be His disciples 

3. To “confirm the conformed”—as we consider Christ’s Passion and death, 
we become more united to Him in His suffering and deepen our love for 
Him 

4. To “transform the confirmed”—we meditate on Christ’s Resurrection and 
consider how to apply the lessons of the retreat to our lives and the world 

Basically, the Exercises—through rigorous self-examination, regular meditation, 
resolutions, and other prayers and spiritual workouts—take us from a self-centered 
life characterized by our sins and ambitions to a Christ-centered life transformed 
by His love.  
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